
 
 
Dear Parents, 
  
 I thought I’d write to you to let you know how our time will be spent next week, 
and what the following few weeks will bring. 
 
 On the first two days of school we will have an early dismissal at 11:45am. On early dismissal 
days, you may wish to pack an extra snack for your child since there is no lunch period on early 
dismissal days. Thursday and Friday will be full days. Please pack a full lunch for these two days, as hot 
lunches will not be served until the second week of school. 
 
 This first week of school will be spent trying to get used to getting up early again, following a 
routine, and discussing the expectations of the school year.  I will spend time introducing the classroom 
rules and procedures for fourth grade.  We will examine our new texts, gather supplies, and get some of 
the office paperwork in order.   
 
 We will also be reviewing some of the basic skills that were covered in third grade, and I will be 
administering a variety of short assessments so that I may get a better understanding as to how much 
each child has retained or forgotten over the summer months.  These informal assessments will give me 
a better idea where each child stands academically, and will help me plan my lessons accordingly to help 
your child reach his/her potential. 
 
Our basic routine is as follows: 
 

  First, a rundown on the special classes: 
 
 Monday:  Art 
 Tuesday:  Library 
 Wednesday:  Music 
 Thursday:  Gym 
 Fridays:  Computers and Introductory Spanish 
   
 

  Second, a brief rundown on our academic classes: 
  
 Religion: 
 
Each week, we cover a new chapter in our Religion books.  We read, discuss, and explore ways to more 
fully realize our relationship with God, the messages and Sacraments that Jesus has bestowed upon us, 
and the many gifts with which God has blessed us. We learn about ways to care for these gifts, to love 
one another through service to God and others, and to live the life of a true Christian. The Religion series 
is based on a 5-day cycle, with chapter tests given on Thursdays. 
 
 Vocabulary/Spelling: 
 
The reading series utilizes a direct-instructional approach in Spelling which reinforces vocabulary 
development as well as skills in phonics and in word-learning strategies. Emphasis is placed on spelling, 
definitions (in isolation and in context), parts of speech, and word association. Spelling tests are 
administered on Thursdays.  Informal assessments include daily class work and writing samples. 
 



 Reading: 
 
Each week, the students are introduced to a new story and set of vocabulary words.  Our 
study in Reading not only focuses on the development of fluency and comprehension, but 
also focuses on the development of skills such as (but not limited to): identifying main idea 
and supporting details, sequencing, analyzing and comparing character traits, identifying 
the main elements of plot (problem, rising action, climax, and resolution). Our Reading series is based 
on a five-day cycle, with tests given on Fridays. 
 
 English/Writing: 
 

In addition to developing basic and extended grammar skills, the English series contains many exercises 
and writing projects which will help your child become better speakers and writers.  While incorporating 
the fundamentals of grammar into the writing process, the students study the structure of the sentence, 
the paragraph, and the multi-paragraph writing piece. We will compose sentences, paragraphs, and short 
essays based on the models we study and we will complete writing assignments and projects such as 
narratives, book reports, friendly letters, informational reports, etc. Homework will vary from lesson to 
lesson, week to week but will usually consist of completing a short exercise at the conclusion of each 
section to reinforce what was covered in class.  Assessments in grammar/writing consist of quizzes 
which are administered at the conclusion of specific lessons and tests which are administered at the end 
of each chapter.  
 
 Math: 
 

We begin the year with a third-grade review and then delve into fourth grade skills such as addition and 
subtraction with decimals and multi-digit numerals, time, data, graphs, multiplying by two-digit 
numbers, division, geometry and measurement, and fractions.  Homework in Math will be given most 
evenings.  Periodically, I will give a short quiz which will keep us both updated on your child’s progress 
in Math.  At the end of each chapter, I will give a chapter test. 
 
 Science: 
 

In Science class, we explore and discuss many topics.  We pretend we are “scientists” to discover and 
learn facts about the amazing world God has given to us and entrusted to our care.  Homework usually 
consists of reviewing daily material.  Assessments include lesson quizzes and journal entries.  
 
 Social Studies: 
 

In Social Studies class, we will be learning about the location, history, and economics of the regions of 
the United States as well as learn about Pennsylvania history.  Homework usually consists of reviewing 
daily material.  Assessments include lesson quizzes and short answer writing assignments. 
 
  Handwriting: 
 
Proper pencil grip and letter formation are reinforced during all written assignments throughout the day.  
Periodic assessments are made in the area of handwriting, with samples taken and graded from daily 
class work and homework assignments. 
 
 

 Finally, a brief rundown on odds and ends: 
  
 Study Sheets: 
 

In an attempt to keep the backpacks from weighing down your child, we will be using a 14-pocket 
portfolio in which to collect and store study sheets, homework, class work, etc.  I will be distributing 



vocabulary and/or study guides for Religion, Science, Spelling, Social Studies, and 
English.  These sheets will have all the concepts we cover in class, and will serve as great 
study aids when focusing on content and the application of skills. The collection of 
homework, class work, and projects will also be used as study sheets. I am in the process of 
converting the hardcopy study sheets into online docs in Google Classroom. Once 
complete, I will no longer be handing out hardcopies; your child will have access to the 
study sheets in Google Classroom. 
 
 Text Books: 
 

Text books will always be available during instruction, sent home prior to taking an assessment, and sent 
home for the evening as per your request. I do not routinely send home the hard cover text books (they 
are too heavy!). If you wish to have any sent home for extra review, simply tell your child which books 
you would like him/her to bring home on any given day.  PLEASE NOTE: This year I have extra copies 
of Math, Reading, and Social Studies. I will send a copy of each to keep at home to eliminate the need to 
carry those three books back and forth. These books can be kept at home for this school year, and will be 
collected at the end of May. However, due to a very limited supply of the other text books, I cannot send 
extras to be kept at home. Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation.  
 
 Simple Solutions: 
 

We will be using Simple Solutions for English, Science, and Math. This comprehensive program 
reinforces basic concepts in these content areas, and aids in retention through repetition. Students will 
complete one lesson in each of the three subjects every day and are responsible for corrections. A quiz is 
given after every 4 lessons are complete. It is imperative that your child keep up to date with their daily 
lessons. We check and review the lessons daily. 
 
 Homework: 
 

Your child will have homework each night. A majority of the homework will be to review that day’s 
lesson in a few subject areas, and to complete a workbook page in Math. Homework should not be 
viewed as a chore; the extra practice will help your child recall and retain the concepts that were covered 
in class.  All homework assignments will be posted on my teacher page on the school website and I will 
send home a hardcopy of each week’s homework, test schedule, and Simple Solutions lessons for your 
records.  Please check the homework calendar each evening and allow your child the opportunity to 
complete the assignment his/herself, offering help only when needed.  Homework is an extension of the 
work we do in class and becomes part of your child's quarterly grade.  Your child will begin with a grade 
of 100% in homework for those subjects that require written work. For each assignment not handed in, 5 
points will be deducted from the homework grade in that subject. If your child is absent for an extended 
period of time, I do allow sufficient time to complete the missed assignments.  
 
 Testing: 
 

As mentioned in each section above, I give quizzes/tests at the end of each lesson, section, chapter, and/
or unit.  This helps me evaluate each child’s needs and progress which enables me to produce effective 
lessons for the coming week.  I base my instruction on the strengths and weaknesses of each child and 
the class as a whole to make the learning process more conducive. Missed assessments due to absence, 
snow day, etc. will be administered the day your child returns to school. The assessments consist of 
informal and formal evaluations, announced and unannounced. Periodic and routine assessments give 
both of us an ongoing picture of your child’s progress. While it may seem as though your child has a 
number of assessments each week, please know that these evaluations are essential to the tracking of 
your child’s progress. Extensive reviews are given the day before each one. Frequent review of the daily 
lessons, and a short study of the material the evening before is all that is required to prepare for them. 



 
 Test Folders: 
 

Online and paper assessments will be given. The assessments administered via Google 
Classroom can be viewed online. Every Tuesday I will send home your child’s test folder 
which will contain the paper assessments. Please review the tests, sign the cover sheet, and 
send them back to school as soon as corrections are completed. Corrections are to be written on theme 
paper (one sheet for all subject corrections is fine; you need not use a separate sheet for each subject.) 
Correction sheets should be placed in the test folder along with the signed packet and returned the school 
the following day. If many corrections are to be made, I do not expect your child to complete them all in 
one evening, as the purpose of corrections is to help with relearning the skill. I respectfully ask that they 
be completed during the week, and submitted by that Friday.   
 
 Absence: 
 

You must notify the school office if your child is going to be absent. When your child returns to school, a 
written excuse must be sent in. If possible, please write the excuses on a 3” x 5” index card.   
If you wish to pick up missed assignments, it is imperative that you leave a message for me with the office 
early in the morning so that I can have everything ready and in the office by the end of the school day. 
Our days are short and fast-paced which rarely allows time to check my email and/or get homework ready 
once classes have begun. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 Supplies: 
 

A supply list was recently made available to you and is posted on my teacher page on the school website. 
From time to time, please check to see when your child may need to replace or replenish his/her school 
supplies.  Extras, such as “fancy” erasers and pencils, oversized pencil boxes, and unnecessary items do 
not belong in school.  The desks are small and we have no room for extras.  Items as such sometimes turn 
into distractions when they are played with during instruction.  Please refrain from sending these items to 
school. Many thanks! 
 
 Snacks: 
 

Fourth grade students may bring a snack and drink from home each day. Please remember that it is just a 
snack, and that snack time is very close to the scheduled lunch period. With that in mind, I ask that you 
pack only one drink and one small, healthful snack item. On early dismissal days, you may wish to pack a 
sandwich or a little extra since no lunch will be served. 
 
 Parent-Teacher Relationships: 
 

As mentioned earlier, I feel the education of a child is a team effort.  I welcome your thoughts, questions, 
and concerns.  You can reach me by calling the school, by writing me a note, or by texting me.  I will 
return your calls/messages in a timely manner. 
 

  I truly look forward to a wonderful, fun-filled, productive year!!! 

   Sincerely, 
   Madelyn Camasso 
    school - (570) 474-5803 
    cell - (570) 817-0545 
    email - mcamasso@sjspa.org 
 
PLEASE READ THE NEXT PAGE REGARDING HEALTH AND SAFETY. 



  
 
Information related to the health and safety of our children: 
 
Sister Ellen will be forwarding to you a detailed memo regarding the procedures we will 
follow during the pandemic. Below is just a short list of things I would like to bring to your 
attention and to make a few suggestions as they pertain to our classroom: 
 

• The children are required to wear a mask while at school, with the exception of snack time, 
lunch, and recess. We will be going outside periodically to take “mask breaks”. 

• Because we will not be sharing items, please check with your child at frequent intervals to see 
if his/her school supplies need to be replenished/replaced. 

• Recess will be different this year, as it is in the health and safety of the children to maintain a 
safe distance and not play in groups. With that in mind, it is suggested that each child bring in 
a gallon-sized zip-lock bag in which to put their own toys and games for recess (a personal-
length jump rope, cards, Legos, dolls, cars, etc. - NO electronic devices). The children can 
parallel play at a distance, but shared items are not allowed. 

• Each child should have his/her own small packet of tissues and portable-sized hand sanitizer to 
be kept at the desk for use during class. This will eliminate the need to constantly walk about 
the classroom. 

• Please help us reinforce the need to wash hands thoroughly at frequent intervals, and to make a 
concentrated effort to keep a six-foot distance between others when in the hallways. I and the 
other members of the faculty and staff will be stressing these points, and with reminders from 
home, hopefully these things will become second nature. 


